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This booklet contributes to the outcomes of the GEF Global Pollination Project and 
the Honeybee Forage Project, both implemented by the South African National 
Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) between 2010 and 2014. 

The GEF Global Pollination Project (Conservation and Management of Pollinators 
for Sustainable Agriculture through an Ecosystem Approach) was implemented 
in seven developing countries and executed by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, with financing from the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) and implementation support from the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). 

The Honeybee Forage Project was a national project in South Africa funded by 
the Working for Water Programme, Environment Programmes, Department of 
Environmental Affairs.
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Working for Water

Restoring healthy ecosystems for honey bees
Established in 1995, Working for Water (WfW) is managed by Environmental 
Programmes, Department of Environmental Affairs. As a poverty relief programme, 
WfW employs over 30 000 poor people from marginalised communities to 
remove invasive species for the benefit of agriculture, biodiversity and ecosystem 
restoration across South Africa.

Acknowledged as one of the most successful integrated land management 
programmes in the world, WfW aims to improve the integrity of South Africa’s 
natural resources by detecting and controlling emerging invasive species and 
managing the impact of established invasive species. A major biosecurity initiative 
also aims to protect the health and safety of all South Africans and the welfare of 
the environment by preventing the introduction of invasive species through the 
country’s airports, harbours and border posts. 

During 2013-2014, WfW-affiliated teams cleared 639 621 hectares infested with 
invasive species, rehabilitated 19 580 hectares, restored 105 wetlands, removed 
aquatic invasives from 195 000 hectares of water surface, did 1900 biological 
control releases and implemented fire-breaks across 95 523 hectares to suppress 
90% of all wildfires.

The costs of biological invasions are substantial. Listed invasive Eucalyptus species 
adversely affect sensitive watercourses, pose an elevated fire risk to honey bee 
foraging areas and along with invasive phytophthora-related diseases, pose a 
huge threat to bee foraging areas planted up with non-invasive Eucalyptus species.

The WfW programme seeks to prevent ruinous eco-damage in honey bee foraging 
areas by clearing invasive species, implementing biocontrol programmes and 
restoring the functioning of natural ecosystems.

 


