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Donors replenish GEF, but large funding gap for biodiversity remains  

US$ 4.43 billion has been pledged by 30 donor countries for the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF) to support developing countries' efforts 

over the next four years to prevent degradation of the global 

environment. The announcement, made at the Fourth Meeting for the 

Sixth Replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund, held in Geneva, 

Switzerland, in April 2014, further stated that the funding will support 

projects in over 140 countries to tackle a broad range of threats to the 

global environment. These threats include climate change, 

deforestation, land degradation, extinction of species, toxic chemicals and waste, and threats to 

oceans and freshwater resources.  

The GEF is the main global mechanism to support developing countries' to take action to fulfill their 

commitments under the world's major multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs), including the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  

“This is a significant development. We welcome the efforts of the GEF Secretariat and the 

commitments of donor governments to replenish the GEF capital and thus allow the GEF to continue 

to serve as the financial mechanism of the CBD and other MEAs,” said Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, 

CBD Executive Secretary. “This will ensure that the GEF maintains its support for developing 

countries and countries with economies in transition to support the implementation of their 

commitments under the CDB, in particular the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity for 2011-2020 and its 

20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and the updated national biodiversity strategies and action plans and 

associated national targets.”  

“However, this still serves as a reminder that donor countries failed to fulfil the target set at the 

Eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 11) in Hyderabad, India, to double the 

international financial flows by 2015 relative to the 2006-2010 average,” underlined Dias.  

“This means that we have missed the opportunity to significantly increase the investment on 

biodiversity to increase the efforts for achieving the implementation of the Aichi Targets,” said Dias. 

“This limited effort of multilateral funding, which represents a 30% increase over the baseline of 

2006-2010, puts undue pressure on bilateral funding, domestic funding and private funding to 

compensate for this shortcoming to meet the estimated funding gap if we hope to achieve the 

agreed Aichi Targets by 2020,” he said.  



Failing to pay due attention to the global biodiversity agenda risks compromising the capacity of 

countries to eradicate poverty and to enhance human well-being, as well as their means to adapt to 

climate change, reduce their vulnerability to extreme natural disasters, to ensure food security, to 

ensure access to water and to promote access to health.  

“Without adequate funding for the global biodiversity agenda the continual availability of biological 

resources and ecosystems services will be compromised and impact the capacity of the business 

sector to continue to operate and supply the market with products, services and employment,” said 

Mr. Dias. For more information visit: www.cbd.int 

Top Attendance and a Future Vision for the National Biodiversity Planning Forum 

The 11th Annual National Biodiversity Planning Forum, hosted by 

SANBI, was held from 13 to 16 May at Mpekweni Beach Resort in the 

Eastern Cape. The Forum was set in motion through a welcoming 

address by Kristal Maze, Chief Director of SANBI’s Biodiversity 

Planning and Policy Advice Division.  Maze stated the Forum’s 

objectives, the core principles of biodiversity systematic planning, and 

the possibility of exploring a new structure and vision for the Forum 

into the future. 

Keynote addresses were delivered by Dr Robert Smith from the University of Kent that focused on 

‘Putting Key Biodiversity Areas in a systematic conservation planning context’, and Mr Sunday 

Ogunronbi, Chief Director at the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform that focused 

on the ‘Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act, 2013 (SPLUMA)’.   

Main thematic areas at this year’s Forum included mapping ecological infrastructure to inform policy 

and decision making; the new regulations for invasive species and their links to spatial data and 

planning; the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the expansion of Electricity Grid 

Infrastructure (Strategic Infrastructure Project 10); an update on the National Biodiversity 

Assessment 2017 and the National Ecosystem Classification System; the Wetland Offsets Guideline 

and the application of technology and web-based tools in support of biodiversity planning. New 

projects and updates were shared as well as case studies, lessons and challenges on the 

implementation of biodiversity plans. The opportunity was also provided for intern and student 

networking and an interactive poster and exhibition session. 

 SANBI CEO Dr Tanya Abrahamse, in her address to delegates at the Forum Dinner, said that the 

OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) Review of South Africa 

highlighted the National Biodiversity Assessment 2011 and that the methodology, quality of data 

and level of analysis revealed that the country is at the forefront of international  practice.    

“We are picking the brains and harnessing the intellect and information of the whole country 

through this Forum to produce a world class NBA. Put your hands together for producing the best 

NBA in the world” she cheered dinner delegates. “The work you do is impacting on the region. It is 

considered best practice. We are influencing the way the world interacts with information, with 

science and with planning for biodiversity.” 
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This year’s event was well attended, boasting over 200 participants who included biodiversity 

planners and implementers from national and provincial government, provincial conservation 

agencies, municipalities, SANBI, SANParks, universities, research institutes, NGOs and consultants. 

Interns and students were also well represented, with close to 50 Groen Sebenza interns in 

attendance, of which some delivered presentations.  

“It is with great honour and pleasure that I met all the interns and their mentors, and how excited 

they are to be in the sector.” Abrahamse said. “In building the capacity of young interns that we are 

privileged to have amongst us, we hope that they increase their curiosity about nature, about 

biodiversity and what will make us a resilient people, planet and country. That’s why we encourage 

young people and that’s why they’re amongst us.” She further mentioned how confident she feels 

that the new emerging generation will manage the sector well. 

The value of attending the Forum is that it provides quick access to a large and receptive community 

of practice that one would otherwise not have access to. The messaging of the Forum has remained 

consistent and delegates are excited about new ideas about the Forum’s future role and way 

forward. 

For more information on the Biodiversity Planning Forum, contact Tammy Smith on 

t.smith@sanbi.org.za  

South African trawl fishery makes a difference in the lives of seabirds 

The deployment of a bird scaring line device by the South African trawl 

fishery sector has dramatically reduced the number of albatrosses 

killed accidentally each year through fishing operations. This is 

according to a research report released by Birdlife South Africa and 

recently published in the international journal, Animal Conservation.  

 

According to Dr Ross Wanless, Seabird Conservation Programme 

Manager at BirdLife South Africa, the device, which costs less than R 

2000 each to produce, has significantly contributed towards reducing the impact of the sector on 

albatross populations. The research reports an astonishing reduction of more than 95% in the 

number of albatrosses that are killed accidentally during normal fishing operations. 

 

“Seabirds are one of the world’s most highly threatened groups of birds. The use of the bird scaring 

lines by the trawl sector has changed a situation where thousands of albatrosses were dying every 

year, to what we see today, where fewer than 100 accidental deaths occur each year. This is a great 

conservation success story that all of South Africa should be proud of”, says Dr Wanless.  

 

The hake trawl fishery is South Africa’s most economically valuable fishery, and has been active for 

over 100 years. Hake trawl vessels target fish that spend the day on the seabed, and tow nets along 

the sea floor, and can catch as many as 16 tons of hake in a single trawl net. Vessels usually process 

their catch while fishing continues. Seabirds such as albatrosses are attracted to fishing vessels and 

scavenge on heads, guts and non-target fish that get discarded from the fish factory on board. While 

scavenging, seabirds and especially albatrosses are vulnerable to colliding with the trawl cables 

which hold the net. They are easily entangled around the cable, and end up being dragged 

mailto:t.smith@sanbi.org.za


underwater and drowning. 

 

Since the South African hake trawl fishery obtained Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification 

in 2004, it has increasingly been involved in striving to reduce its impacts on the ecosystem; that fish 

stocks remain healthy for future generations and that there is continued monitoring and compliance 

to fishing regulations. 

 

The research is the result of collaborative work between BirdLife South Africa, the trawl fishing 

industry and later the Responsible Fisheries Alliance (RFA). The RFA, initially conceptualized by 

WWF-SA, is a partnership between WWF-SA, Birdlife SA and four major fishing companies: Irvin and 

Johnson (I&J), Oceana Group, Sea Harvest and Viking Fishing. The alliance was developed around the 

concept of promoting healthy marine ecosystems for the continued ecological, social and economic 

benefits to all South Africans. The forum allows for open and transparent discussion and promotes 

self-governance, while building capacity and collaboration between government, industry and NGOs. 

 

“The RFA members believe that by working together as serious partners they are better able to 

achieve the common goal of a more responsible sustainable fishing industry,” says Francois Kuttel, 

Chairman of the RFA. 

CapeNature launches first Conservation Detection Dog Project for Tortoises in South Africa 
 

CapeNature, together with local conservation partners, have 
implemented a conservation detection dog project to help conserve the 
critically endangered geometric tortoise, Psammobates geometricus. 
The endangered geometric tortoise is endemic to the renosterveld of 
the Swartland, Ceres and Breede River valleys. Threats to this species 
include habitat destruction and fragmentation, too frequent fires, alien 
vegetation encroachment and a probable increase in predation 
pressure. 
  

The field of canine conservation detection is highly specialised and requires distinctive skills to be 
successful. This field is very new in South Africa with this specific project being the first live target 
conservation detection work of its kind ever done in the country. Brin, a two-year-old Malinois, is 
the first dog to do this work in South Africa and has already become a vital part of the CapeNature 
team. Brin was trained for tortoise detection over a six-month period by CapeNature Ecological 
Coordinator, Vicki Hudson. 
 
“The Malinois is a working breed which is part of one of the four varieties of Belgian Shepherds. They 
are recognised internationally as excellent working dogs and their short brown coat is very suitable 
to working in shrubby thorny veld,” says Hudson. 
 
A devastating fire in the Elandsberg Nature Reserve in 2012 focused attention to update the 
distribution of the geometric tortoise, and CapeNature initiated a pilot project to investigate the use 
of conservation detection dogs to assist with geometric tortoise surveys. Brin and Hudson, the 
detection team, became fully operational in September 2013 and since then has successfully carried 
out a variety of work across the province, including presence or absence surveys, species diversity 
surveys, total population estimates and search and rescues. 
 



“A suitable conservation detection dog is not breed specific, but needs high play and hunt drives, 
along with physical suitability to working in the South African veld and climate. These dogs have a 
very high energy level making them unsuitable as pets,” says Hudson. 
 
In the USA, the use of conservation detection dogs has been demonstrated to be safe, effective and 
cost efficient when searching for the threatened Mojave Desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii). Dogs 
were investigated for use as an alternative survey tool to humans who are limited to visual cues for 
finding tortoises. The Non-Profit organisation – Working Dogs for Conservation (WDC) – has advised, 
guided and continues to work closely with CapeNature. 
 
Various partners are funding the implementation of the conservation action plan of the geometric 
tortoise of which this conservation detection project forms a part. These partners include The Turtle 
Conservancy, Masuda Wine Merchants Japan through the Slowine Initiative managed by Villiersdorp 
Cellars, Working Dogs for Conservation and WWF – Table Mountain Fund. 
 
The geometric tortoise is South Africa’s most endangered terrestrial tortoise and one of the world’s 
top 25 most endangered tortoise and freshwater turtle species. The conservation status of this 
species was recently upgraded to critically endangered, according to IUCN red list criteria. It is now 
the third most endangered land tortoise in the world, and has been listed by the IUCN as one of the 
Top 100 most threatened species on Earth. 
 

ABI alien Clearing Project Celebrates first year 

 

The Agulhas Biodiversity Initiative (ABI) Alien Clearing Project is 

celebrating the completion of its first year. The project is coordinated 

by the Flower Valley Conservation Trust team. It has seen more than 

25,000 hectares cleared of invasive aliens, and 347 beneficiaries 

employed during year one. 

 

The project is funded by the Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA) through its Land User Incentive Scheme, with co-funding 

provided by partners involved in the project. DEA funded the project’s 

first year activities to the tune of R6-million, while landowners and other participants contributed 

substantial time and effort to cover planning and management costs. 

The ABI model has seen land user groups such as conservancies take on a major role in the 

planning and roll out of the project. These groups work closely with the 34 contracting teams 

undertaking the clearing. Local municipalities, non-governmental organisations, SANParks and 

CapeNature were also members of the project’s Implementation Committee, playing a major role in 

the success to date. 

According to Roger Bailey, Conservation Manager at Flower Valley Conservation Trust and 

Coordinator of the ABI Alien Clearing Project, the model has allowed alien clearing to take place 

strategically across much of the Agulhas Plain. “The level of involvement of the various stakeholders 

has also been a major strength of the project, with all the partners ultimately taking responsibility 

for the work. The assistance we’ve received from key DEA staff has also been instrumental in 

assisting us, as we pioneer this project.” 
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It is hoped that an assessment of the first year’s activities will highlight areas where the project can 

be improved and can be run more efficiently. “We’re testing a new way of doing things, and as such, 

we’ve learnt a lot along the way. For example, the administration that is required in this project has 

called for an enormous effort from all partners. But the project has benefited from the very fact that 

systems can be tested and improved.” 

An opportunity also exists to further improve knowledge on invasive alien clearing methodologies 

and the model, through research and monitoring. Bailey says, “Different species require different 

methods of clearing. Our experience in the veld can now assist us to become better at clearing and 

to share that where we can. We can also highlight from veld observations that the current 

favourable weather conditions for plant growth have boosted the regeneration of invader plant 

species, which in turn has impacted on the project’s clearing work.” 

The ABI Alien Clearing Coordination team has now worked with relevant stakeholders to compile the 

annual plan of operations for the second year, which will form the basis on which the project will 

implement its clearing plan. 

New ECD learning programme on offer through Flower Valley  

A new learning programme for children aged birth to four years old is 

in the process of being registered by the Department of Social 

Development. The Milkwood Learning Programme was written by 

Flower Valley’s Early Childhood Development Programme 

Coordinator, Gabrielle Jonker, in collaboration with Sandra Mitchell 

from the South African Education and Environment Project (SAEP). 

The Milkwood Learning Programme is a comprehensive programme 

that includes all aspects required to deliver quality-learning 

opportunities to young children. It allows for centres from any socio-economic context and 

geographical location in South Africa to use it. One of the foundations of the learning programme is 

environmental education that is integrated throughout its practice. The registration process is 

expected to be completed by May 2014. 

The Learning Programme will be used by five Early Childhood Development (ECD) centres supported 

through the Flower Valley ECD Programme. These are: Flower Valley, Seesterretjies, Dolfyntjies, 

Good Hope and Sunrise ECD Centres. It will also be used at 12 ECD centres in the Cape Town and 

Phillipi-area supported by the SAEP ECD programme. 

According to Jonker, ECD centres are now required to utilise a registered learning programme to 

ensure quality learning and development takes place. “The Milkwood Learning Programme is 

primarily about the respect for the child and ensuring that children’s rights are met. This programme 

caters for all the child’s developmental needs. It will help lay the foundations of creative thinking 

and learning that empowers not only the child but the educator.” 

The Milkwood Learning Programme has included animal characters from an educational book called 

‘Who’s who in the Wonderful Woods’. This book, created by the Beaming Kids Academy of Life, 

introduces children to values that are rooted in self-worth. The animals in the woods bring poems, 

pictures and affirmations to the children along with breathing exercises and yoga postures. 



Jonker says the collaboration with Beaming Kids is an example of how organisations can learn from 

each other. Beaming Kids encourages parents and teachers to share healthy behaviours and a 

holistic lifestyle with the children. “Working with Tamar Dakes from Beaming Kids has been a 

privilege. It has been an example of generosity, sharing and shining our own special light into the 

world – thank you, Tamar, for yours.” 

The Flower Valley ECD Programme is supported by the Western Cape Department of Social 

Development. 

For more information, contact Gabrielle Jonker: Email: gcook@flowervalley.co.za  
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