
Key Biodiversity Areas in Africa

Biodiversity Planning Forum 2018

1. Daniel Marnewick (KBA Community Chair; IBA Programme Manager, 
BirdLife South Africa)

2. Domitilla Raimondo (SANBI; IUCN SSC)
3. Dr Bezeng Bezeng (BirdLife South Africa; IUCN SSC)



Butchart et al. 2010 Science

“By 2020, at least 17 per cent of 
terrestrial and inland water, and 
10 per cent of coastal and marine 
areas, especially areas of 
particular importance for 
biodiversity and ecosystem 
services, are conserved through…
protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation 
measures…”

Convention on Biological 
Diversity Strategic Plan 
2011-2020

The Background



Identification of important sites has a long history



THE KBA STANDARD
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• First time conservation 
community has agreed on a 
common approach to identifying 
sites.

• Identification of sites that make 
significant contributions to the 
global persistence of biodiversity.

• KBA Standard includes criteria, 
thresholds, delineation 
procedures, and definitions of 
terms for identifying sites as 
KBAs.

• KBA Technical Guideline due later 
in 2018, which will includes data 
requirements and delineation.

A Global Standard



A. Threatened biodiversity

A1: Threatened species

A2: Threatened ecosystem types
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B. Geographically restricted biodiversity

B1. Individual GR species

B2. Co-occurring GR species

B3. GR assemblages

B4. GR ecosystem types
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C. Ecological integrity 
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D. Biological processes
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D1: Demographic 
aggregations

D2: Environmental refugia

D3: Recruitment sources

E. Irreplaceability through 
quantitative analysis

Criteria for identifying KBAs





Funding, Policy, & Reporting

Funding

Spatial Planning Reporting



Biodiversity Data in Africa

Challenges

Most African countries have lagged behind in providing 
biodiversity data in comparison with European and American 
countries.

• Insufficient biodiversity experts! African biodiversity always 
assessed by European and American experts.

• Insufficient resources and technical tools.

• Political instability.



What’s Happening in Africa?

Biodiversity 
Assessments for 
Spatial Planning in 
Africa

KBA Community 
Representative



National
Coordination
Group (NCG)

Regional Focal 
Points (RFP)

KBA 
Secretariat

External 
Proposer

External 
Experts

World Database of KBAs 
(WDKBA)

National Coordination Groups



SOUTH AFRICA

KBA National 
Coordination 

Group

Hosted under National Biodiversity 
Assessment  at

KBA Partnership: 
country partners

Provincial spatial 
planning 

representative

Other TAXA 
experts



KENYA

KBA National 
Coordination 

Group

Important Biodiversity Area Liaison Committee transitioned into KBA NCG
Hosted by Nature Kenya and National Museums of Kenya

KBA Partnership: 
country partners

Other TAXA 
experts

Ministry of 
Environment



UGANDA

• In 2017, KBAs identified for Mammals, 
Reptiles, Amphibians and Plants as part 
of a conservation prioritisation 
process;

• Done concurrently with national Red 
Listing process;

• National Experts from Makerere 
University, International and National 
NGOs, and Protected Area authorities 
involved; 

• 45 KBAs identified for the country (42% 
unprotected);

• Area of KBAs is 8.2% of Uganda;

• National Coordination Group formed 
as part of the assessment process.



UGANDA

Cycad (Encephalartos whitelockii), CR
The unprotected Mpanga gorge is 
main site where the species occurs in 
World. 

Nahan’s francolin (Ptilopachus 
nahani), VU

Populations found in only 3 
forest sites meet KBA standard.
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OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Mozambique:
• Submitted funding proposal.
• Upon funding, KBA NCG will be established.
• Parallel with Red Listing, potentially combine RLC and NCG.
• Partnering with National Directorate for Environment.
• Supported by Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) – KBA Partner.
• WCS aim to empower national government.

Tanzania:
• WCS have shown interest to begin process

BASPA: 

Next Step: Experience sharing meeting between implementing and interested Africa 
countries (12 July 2018).



KBAs - Where Nature Matters Most

www.keybiodiversityareas.org 
aplumptre@keybiodiversityareas.orgImage from internet



Partners & Funders: 

Contact info: Daniel Marnewick

a. KBA Community Chair, Africa Representative, Regional Focal Point
chair.kba.community@keybiodiversityareas.org
www.keybiodiversityareas.org

b. BirdLife South Africa, IBA Programme Manager
daniel.marnewick@birdlife.org.za
www.birdlife.org.za

Thank You
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KBAs assessments could support PA management

• Identification of key species for which the PA is globally important 

and so can target conservation management to safeguard these 

species, and not just the large mammals and birds;

• KBA status will lead to options for funding – GEF7 specifies it will 

only fund PAE in KBAs and corridors linking them. USAID will also 

support KBA identification and conservation;

• Raises the profile of sites globally;

• Raises the biodiversity profile of countries;

• Likely KBAs will become part of the metrics for CBD post-2020, 

linked to PAE and PA management effectiveness, so it will pay 

countries to start the KBA process.



Benefits of KBAs

• KBAs are a standardised, effective way to identify sites of 

particular importance for biodiversity globally;

• A global conservation network has been mobilised to identify, 

monitor and safeguard these important sites;

• KBA identification, safeguarding and reporting can be supported 

by a wide range of national stakeholders (government, NGOs, 

communities, private sector);

• KBAs provide a platform to inform protected area and OECM 

expansion, and to meet and report on CBD targets and SDGs;

• KBAs should be targeted explicitly by the 7 biodiversity-related 

conventions, thereby supporting the achievement of post-2020 

targets to ensure the global persistence of biodiversity.


