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This circular is intended for users of the National List of Ecosystems that are Threatened and in Need of 

Protection, published in terms of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (NEMBA) (Act 

10 of 2004) in 2011 [Gazette 34809]. These users include environmental assessment practitioners, 

competent environmental authorities, conservation authorities, land use planners, biodiversity planners 

and others.  

Assessments of ecosystem threat status have been revised and updated for all realms (terrestrial, marine, 

inland aquatic and estuarine) as part of the National Biodiversity Assessment (NBA) 2018, released in 

October 2019. In 2011, the first National List of Ecosystems that are Threatened and in Need of Protection 

was published in terms of NEMBA. This national list of threatened ecosystems was limited to terrestrial 

ecosystems, and was based on an assessment of threat status done between 2007 and 2010. The 2011 

list of threatened terrestrial ecosystems, and the associated maps, have been used in a wide range of 

environmental processes to guide decision making and inform biodiversity prioritisation and planning. At 

the time, ecosystem threat status assessments for other realms (marine, estuarine and inland aquatic) 

were available as part of the NBA 2011 but were not included in the listing process for a range of reasons, 

including less certainty in the assessment results as well as less clarity on the potential legal and 

regulatory implications. The published list therefore focused on the terrestrial realm only. 

As part of the development of the NBA 2018 the threat status for all ecosystem types, across all realms in 

South Africa, was reassessed. In the terrestrial realm the revised assessments were based on an updated 

national vegetation map and new ecosystem condition data, derived primarily from the National Land 

Cover dataset provided by the Department of Environmental Affairs. The 2018 assessment of terrestrial 

ecosystem threat status used the recently available, globally accepted IUCN Red List of Ecosystems 

framework. The assessment methodology is thus fully aligned with global monitoring, assessment and 

reporting processes linked to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

While the 2018 assessment of ecosystem threat status represents the best available science, the 

2011 published list of threatened terrestrial ecosystems remains the official National List of 

Ecosystems that are Threatened and in Need of Protection. Until such time as the 2011 national list of 

threatened terrestrial ecosystems is replaced by a new list published in terms of NEMBA based on the 

updated 2018 assessment, users are encouraged to refer to both the 2011 and 2018 datasets in 

processes that require information on ecosystem threat status, for example biodiversity planning and 

strategic environmental assessments. For Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs), the 2011 national 

list of threatened ecosystems remains the trigger for a Basic Assessment in terms of Listing Notice 3 of 

the EIA Regulations published under the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998). 

However, we encourage the use of the updated 2018 ecosystem threat status in the assessment of impact 

significance in EIAs, as it represents the best available science.  

SANBI will keep users of both the published 2011 national list of threatened terrestrial ecosystems and the 

updated 2018 assessment of ecosystem threat status informed as to the process of replacing the 2011 

published list with a revised list published in terms of NEMBA based on the updated 2018 assessment. 

Once a new list is published in terms of NEMBA it will be considered the applicable list for all 

requirements, and will be updated periodically. While immediate efforts will focus on updating the 

published national list of threatened terrestrial ecosystems, steps will also be taken to prepare for the 

possible publication of national lists of threatened ecosystems in the marine, inland aquatic and estuarine 

realms in the future.  

https://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2004/09/National-List-_-full.pdf
http://nba.sanbi.org.za/
http://bgis.sanbi.org/vegmap/
http://bgis.sanbi.org/Projects/Detail/222
http://bgis.sanbi.org/Projects/Detail/222
https://iucnrle.org/

