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AGAPANTHACEAE

250–600 × 15 mm, apex acute to obtuse. Peduncle 600–1 300 mm high. Inflorescence 
densely flowered; pedicels 30–70 mm long, spreading and somewhat drooping. Perianth  
purplish blue to deep blue; segments 30–70 mm long, spreading and recurving; tube 
10–19 mm long. Stamens with purple pollen. Flowering time Nov.–Feb. Well-drained, 
rich soil and on grassy slopes; Sub-Escarpment Grassland and Sub-Escarpment Savanna 
(Oribi Gorge District and Queenstown).

praecox Willd.
Blue lily; bloulelie, agapant (A); isicakathi (X); ubani (Z)
Perennial herb, geophyte, 0.4–1.2 m high. Leaves bright green, evergreen, leathery  
or flaccid, 7–20 per individual plant, 200–700 × 15–55 mm, apex obtuse or acute.  
Inflorescence not densely flowered; pedicels 40–120 mm long. Peduncle 400–1 000 mm 
high. Perianth pale blue or occasionally greyish white; segments 30–70 mm long; tube 
7–26 mm long. Stamens with yellow pollen. Flowering time Oct.–Apr. Moist, rich 
soil; Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Indian Ocean Coastal Belt, 
Albany Thicket, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld (Kokstad District S to Port St Johns, King 
William’s Town, Kentani, Whiskey Creek River, East London and Humansdorp).
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AGAVACEAE
(= ANTHERICACEAE J.Agardh)

(Order Asparagales)
Compiled by G.F. Smith, M. Walters, E. Figueiredo, R.R. Klopper & C.L. Bredenkamp

Robust, monocarpic perennials, usually rosulate arising from short rhizome or short, erect caudex; leaves 
crowded in basal rosette, leathery to succulent .......................... *Agave (subfamily Agavoideae Herb.)

Perennial herbs with erect, largely leafless aerial stem; leaves in a basal rosette, spirally arranged or  
distichous, rarely scleromorphic, rigid or succulent ........................................................................
 ........................................................................... Chlorophytum (subfamily Anthericoideae Irvine)

*AGAVE L.
Century plant; garingboom (A)
Species ± 200, Mexico; 6 naturalised in sthn Afr., mainly in arid and semi-arid areas,  
as well as subtropical thicket, B, LIM, NW, G, M, S, FS, KZN, L, NC, WC, EC.

Plants suckering from the base

americana L. var. americana
American aloe, century plant; Amerikaanse aalwyn, blouaalwyn, garingboom, 
makaalwyn (A)
Medium-sized to large, acaulescent or short-stemmed, monocarpic tree-like herb, up to 
2 m high; rosulate, perennial, leaf succulent; profusely proliferous through basal suck-
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ers. Leaves light blue, erect at first, becoming spreading to reflexed, lanceolate, 1–2 m 
long, margins armed with many, straight to flexuous or variously recurved, simple teeth,  
up to 10 mm long; apical spine conical to subulate, 30–50 mm long. Inflorescence 
paniculate, 5–9 m tall, branched, never bulbiferous. Flowers erect, yellow to greenish  
yellow, 70–100 mm long. Stamens epipetalous; filaments 60–90 mm long; anthers yel-
low, 30–36 mm long, centric to excentric. Flowering time Dec.–Feb. Fruit oblong cap-
sules, 40–50 mm long. Seeds lunate to lacrimiform, 7–8 × 5–6 mm, shiny black. Arid 
plains, karroid and fynbos shrublands, subtropical thicket, watercourses, disturbed sites; 
in all bioregions (distributed throughout the EC).

angustifolia Haw. var. angustifolia
Kleingaringboom (A)
Medium-sized, caulescent, monocarpic herb, up to 1.2 m high; rosulate, perennial, leaf 
succulent; rosettes up to 1.2 m tall, proliferous through basal suckers. Leaves light green 
to glaucous grey, ascending to horizontal in midrosette, linear to narrowly lanceolate, 
0.6–1.2 m long, margins armed with small teeth, curved or variously flexed, 2–5 mm 
long; apical spine conical to subulate, 15–35 mm long. Inflorescence paniculate, 
3–5 m tall, branched, usually bulbiferous. Flowers erect, green to yellow, 50–65 mm 
long. Stamens epipetalous; filaments 35–45 mm long; anthers yellow, centric or ex-
centric, 20–30 mm long. Flowering time Feb.–Mar. Fruit ovoid capsules, 30–50 mm 
long. Seeds D-shaped, 9–12 × 7–8 mm, dull black. Arid plains, karroid and fynbos 
shrublands, subtropical Thicket, watercourses, disturbed sites; Albany Thicket, Eastern  
Fynbos-Renosterveld (S Jansenville, N Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth).

sisalana Perrine
Sisal plant, sisal, kleingaringboom (A)
Medium-sized to large, acaulescent or short-stemmed, monocarpic, tree-like herb, up to 
2 m high; rosulate, perennial, leaf succulent; rosettes up to 2 m tall; profusely proliferous 
through elongated rhizomes. Leaves dark green, erect throughout, lanceolate, 0.9–1.3 m 
long, margins lacking teeth; apical spine subulate, 20–25 mm long. Inflorescence  
paniculate, 4–9 m tall, branched, profusely bulbiferous. Flowers erect, greenish yellow, 
55–65 mm long. Stamens epipetalous; filaments 50–60 mm long; anthers yellow,  
centric, 23–25 mm long. Fruit generally lacking; plants sterile. Seeds generally lacking. 
Arid plains, karroid and fynbos shrublands, subtropical thicket, watercourses, disturbed 
sites; Indian Ocean Coastal Belt, Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, 
Rainshadow Valley Karoo, Albany Thicket (Flagstaff SW to Daggaboersnek and Weston).

vivipara L. var. vivipara
Garingboom (A)
Medium-sized, caulescent, monocarpic herb, up to 1.3 m high; rosulate, perennial, leaf 
succulent; rosettes up to 1.3 m tall; proliferous through subterranean stolons. Leaves 
dark green, rigidly spreading to recurving, narrowly lanceolate, 0.75–1.00 m long, mar-
gins armed with simple teeth, recurved, 1–2 mm long; apical spine conical, 10–15 mm 
long. Inflorescence paniculate, 6–7 m tall, branched, usually bulbiferous. Flowers 
erect, yellowish green, 50–55 mm long. Stamens epipetalous, filaments 45–48 mm long;  
anthers light green with brownish red speckles, excentric, 20 mm long. Flowering time 
variable, mostly June–Aug. Fruit ellipsoid to oblong capsules, 35–50 mm long. Seeds 
not seen. Arid plains, karroid shrublands, subtropical thicket, watercourses, disturbed 
sites; Lower Karoo, Albany Thicket (N Jansenville, Port Elizabeth).
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Plants solitary

wercklei F.A.C.Weber ex Wercklé
Cluster century plant; bondelgaringboom (A)
Medium-sized to large, acaulescent, monocarpic herb, up to 2 m high; rosulate, peren-
nial, leaf succulent; rosettes up to 2 m tall, non-surculose. Leaves light glaucous green, 
often with whitish grey sheen, rigidly spreading, ovate to lanceolate, short-acuminate, 
0.7–1.5 m long, margins armed with simple teeth, straight or variously recurved, 3–4 mm 
long; apical spine conical, 20–30 mm long. Inflorescence paniculate, 4–8 m tall, 
branched, profusely bulbiferous. Flowers erect, basal part light green, tepals golden- 
yellow, up to 80 mm long. Stamens epipetalous; filaments 90 mm long; anthers golden- 
yellow, 16 mm long. Flowering time Jan.–Mar. Fruit ovoid-angular capsules, 22–30 × 
15–18 mm. Seeds hemispherical, 5 × 4 mm, black. Subtropical Thicket; Albany Thicket 
(Port Elizabeth).

CHLOROPHYTUM Ker Gawl.
Species ± 165, Africa, Madagascar, Asia; 36 in sthn Afr., widespread.

Adapted from Obermeyer (1962).

1a Seeds small, globose, irregularly compressed with many folds
2a Leaves subdistichous; scape terete, bracteate; capsule cylindrical,  

beaked or apiculate, smooth or with some  
transverse ridges; flowers 1- or 2-nate

acutum (C.H.Wright) Nordal
Perennial herb, up to 0.8 m high; rhizome small, covered with fibres of old leaf bases. 
Leaves linear-lanceolate, up to 500 × 20 mm, base clasping, apex tapering. Inflo-
rescences subsimple, lax racemes. Flowers: pedicels articulated near middle; peri-
anth white, segments with broad, 5-ribbed, green keel. Flowering time Dec. Fruit  
a capsule, 15 mm long; 3-grooved with transverse wrinkles. Southern Drakensberg; Sub- 
Escarpment Grassland (Kokstad, Mount Currie).

2b Leaves distichous, ± 8; scape usually naked; capsule rounded, obtuse,  
with transverse ridges; flowers usually clustered

angulicaule (Baker) Kativu
Robust, perennial herb, 0.2–1.8 m high; rhizome with irregular woody knobs, roots,  
sturdy. Leaves linear to linear-lanceolate, up to 750 × 25 mm; tapering in upper half, 
base clasping, apex acuminate, margins raised or flat. Inflorescences divaricately 
branched racemes; floral bracts small, deltoid, dark, apiculate, clustered. Scape flat-
tened, often narrowly winged. Flowers: pedicels articulated near base; 3- or 4-nate, 
white; perianth segments dark keeled, tips ciliate; filaments smooth, shorter than  
anthers; style not exserted from closed flower. Flowering time June–Apr. Fruit a capsule, 
6 mm long. Grassland, recently burned areas, loam to loamy-clay soils, near wetlands;  
Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Albany Thicket (Mkambati Nature 
Reserve SW to Alice and Keiskamma River Mouth).

cooperi (Baker) Nordal
Small, perennial herb, 0.1–0.4 m high; rhizome horizontal with woody knobs, roots  
often tuberous at tips. Leaves linear to lanceolate, up to 300 × 10 mm, base clasping, 
apex obtuse, apiculate, margins raised or flat. Inflorescences simple racemes; flowers 
congested near apex; floral bracts membranous, greenish. Scape flattened, fairly stout, 
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naked. Flowers: pedicels articulated below middle; 1–3-nate; perianth segments white 
with purple streaks; filaments smooth or papillate in upper half, longer than anthers. 
Flowering time July–Mar. Fruit a globose capsule, 8 mm in diam. Grassland, recently 
burned; Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Indian Ocean Coastal Belt, 
Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Albany Thicket (Mount Currie S to Mkambati Hospital south-
wards, from Alice E to Idutywa and from Bushman’s River E to Southwell).

fasciculatum (Baker) Kativu
Gregarious, perennial herb, up to 0.6 m high; rhizome horizontal, woody, knobby,  
covered with fibres from old leaf bases. Leaves linear, 50–400 × 1–5 mm (outer leaves 
very small), flat or folded, soft, base vaginate, dilated. Inflorescences simple racemes, 
overtopping leaves; flowers laxly arranged; floral bracts glumaceous, subulate, closely 
folded, amplexicaul, whitish. Scape terete, ribbed. Flowers: pedicels articulated below 
middle; perianth segments white with brown median line, ± 14 mm long; filaments rough 
in upper half. Flowering time Oct.–Mar. Fruit an oblong capsule, 9 mm long. Moist sur-
roundings in grassland or karoo; Upper Karoo, Dry Highveld Grassland (Oviston Nature 
Reserve, Bethulie, Aliwal North District).

saundersiae (Baker) Nordal
Weeping anthericum
Gregarious, perennial herb, up to 0.4 m high; rhizome creeping, small, knobby, covered 
with sparse, short fibres from old leaf bases. Leaves erect, linear, 300 × 10 mm, soft, flat, 
flaccid, base clasping, tapering to subulate apex. Inflorescences divaricately branched 
racemes, lowest branch often patent; flowers congested; floral bracts small, ovate to sub-
ulate, dark. Scape flat, winged, bare. Flowers: pedicels articulated near base; peri-
anth segments white, ± 10 mm long; filaments rough. Flowering time Oct.–Mar. Fruit  
a globose capsule, 6 mm long. Low grassland, river mouths, periodically flooded;  
Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Indian Ocean Coastal Belt (Storm-
berg and Queenstown E to Port Edward and Port St Johns).

1b Seeds larger, flat with pointed hilum
3a Inflorescence patently branched

Ecapense (L.) Voss
Glaucous, perennial herb, up to 1 m high; rhizome small, vertical, roots long, fleshy. 
Leaves in an elongated rosette, linear-lanceolate, up to 450 × 25 mm, base clasped 
firmly around rhizome and other leaves, gradually narrowing towards apex. Inflores-
cences tall, branched racemes, lateral branches ascending; flowers laxly arranged; floral 
bracts small, deltoid. Scape covered with white bloom, compressed, firm, bracts leaf-like. 
Flowers: pedicels articulated above middle; perianth segments white with green stripes, 
± 10 mm long; filaments glabrous. Flowering time Oct.–May. Fruit a broadly ovoid 
capsule, 8 mm long, apex deeply emarginate. Dry shady vegetation on riverbanks, close 
to sea; Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Indigenous Forests,  
Albany Thicket (Mpofu Game Reserve E to King William’s Town, from Baviaanskloof E 
to Suurberg in Greater Addo Elephant National Park, Uitenhage and Fish River in Albany 
District).

crispum (Thunb.) Baker
Small, perennial, succulent herb, up to 0.5 m high; rhizome vertical, roots many, uneven-
ly swollen. Leaves in flat rosette, linear-lanceolate, up to 10 × 15 mm, base cuneate, 
apex acuminate, margins crisped, fimbriate. Inflorescences: racemes up to 0.5 m long; 
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flowers 1–15-nate; floral bracts deltoid. Scape terete. Flowers: pedicels articulated at 
middle; perianth segments, white, green-keeled, ± 8 mm long; filaments papillate. Flow-
ering time Sept.–May. Fruit a capsule, 8 mm long, apex emarginate; faint transverse 
ridges. Sandy hills, flats, riverbanks, loamy, calcrete and stony soils; Eastern Fynbos- 
Renosterveld, Albany Thicket, Lower Karoo (Misgund E to Addo, Uitenhage, Port Eliza-
beth and Grahamstown).

krookianum Zahlbr.
Large aloe-like plant, up to 2.74 m high when in flower; rhizome small, roots typical. 
Leaves in basal rosette, erect or upper half reclining, lanceolate, half folded, up to 1.4 
× 0.07 m, base clasping, attenuate in upper half, margins membranous, fimbriate.  
Inflorescences tall racemes, 4–8-branched, up to 2 m high; floral bracts small, deltoid, 
scarious, caducous. Scape woody, terete. Flowers: pedicels articulated at middle; peri-
anth segments white, delicate, fading red-streaked, ± 16 mm long; filaments glabrous. 
Flowering time Nov.–Apr. Fruit an oblong capsule, ± 12 mm long, apex retuse. Grav-
elly soil, grassland; Indian Ocean Coastal Belt (Port St Johns, ISinuka).

3b Inflorescence simple or with 1 or 2 long, basal ascending branches

bowkeri Baker
Gregarious, glabrous perennial, up to 1 m high; rhizome small, woody, roots typical. 
Leaves rosulate, linear to lanceolate semi-folded, up to 600 × 60 mm, base clasping, 
apex attenuate. Inflorescences: racemes with flowers congested, up to 1 m high; floral 
bracts larger than flowers, subulate. Scape terete, firm. Flowers: 2–4-nate; pedicels 
articulated near base; perianth segments ± 10 mm long; filaments smooth. Flowering 
time Nov.–Mar. Fruit a smooth capsule, oblong, 11 × 7 mm. Damp situations, grass-
land; Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Indian Ocean Coastal Belt,  
Albany Thicket (Hogsback, Stutterheim, Komga, Kentani and East London).

comosum (Thunb.) Jacques
Green hen and chickens; hen-met-kuikens (A); ujejane (X); umhlambezo (Z)
Perennial, up to 0.8 m high; rhizome small, vertical, roots many, long, swollen near tips. 
Leaves in loose rosette, lanceolate, soft, flat, up to 300 × 20 mm, apex and base taper-
ing, margins undulate. Inflorescences longer than leaves, simple, long, lax racemes; 
flowers in spiral, axillary fascicles; floral bracts apically enlarged forming leafy tuft. 
Scape terete. Flowers: pedicels articulated near middle; perianth white, yellow-centered, 
segments narrow, ± 10 mm long; filaments glabrous. Flowering time Nov.–Mar. Fruit 
a globose capsule, 5 mm in diam., apex emarginate. Undergrowth in eastern forest areas, 
riverine forests, deep shade, leaf litter and loamy soil; Indigenous Forests (Queenstown 
E to Port St Johns southwards, from Katberg to Kentani and from Humansdorp to Port 
Elizabeth, Grahamstown and East London).

modestum Baker
Umathunga wehlathi omncane (Z)
Small, perennial herb, up to 0.3 m high; rhizome compact, vertical; roots swollen. Leaves 
linear-lanceolate, thin, soft, up to 230 mm long, base tapered into long ‘petiole’, apex 
acute. Inflorescences: racemes simple, exserted outside leaf rosettes, few-flowered;  
upper floral bracts subulate. Scape arcuate at base. Flowers: pedicels articulated below 
middle; perianth segments, ± 10 mm long; filaments glabrous. Flowering time Nov.–
Mar. Fruit a smooth capsule, obcordate in outline, 10 mm long, 8 mm wide at emargi-
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nate apex. Warm eastern coastal area, forest and coastal bush; Sub-Escarpment Savan-
na, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Indigenous Forests, Albany Thicket (Lusikisiki and  
Port St Johns).

ALISMATACEAE
(Order Alismatales)

Compiled by C.J. Cilliers

*ALISMA L.
Species 9, in the northern hemisphere, by recent introductions almost cosmopolitan;  
1 in sthn Afr., sporadic distribution, G, FS, KZN, EC.

plantago-aquatica L.
Water plantain
Annual, occasionally perennial, hydrophyte (hyperhydate), 0.3–1.0 m high. Leaves erect, 
blade variable, linear-lanceolate to elliptic, base tapering to heart-shaped, apex point-
ed. Inflorescence compound, consisting of successive whorls of usually > 3 branches. 
Flowers bisexual. Petals white to purplish pink, yellow spot near base. Stamens 6,  
in pairs opposite petals. Carpels 10–20 free, borne on a flattened receptacle. Flower-
ing time Nov.–Mar. Fruit laterally compressed nutlets, dorsally ridged. Banks of lakes, 
pools, temporary ponds and marshes; Albany Thicket (Kenton on Sea).
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