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RUPPIACEAE

RUSCACEAE
(= DRACAENACEAE, ERIOSPERMACEAE)

(Order Asparagales)
Compiled by R.R. Klopper

Rootstock a tuber; f lowers < 10 mm long; fruit a capsule with woolly seeds; plants usually leafless at 
f lowering ................................................................................................................... Eriospermum

Rootstock a rhizome; f lowers > 20 mm long; fruit a f leshy berry; plants leafy at f lowering:
Trees or shrubs; leaves in dense apical rosettes or cauline, usually herbaceous; inflorescence paniculate ..

 ........................................................................................................................................ Dracaena
Rhizomatous herbs, rarely short-stemmed; leaves basal, distichous, usually thick and fibrous; inflores-

cence a dense cylindrical raceme ....................................................................................Sansevieria

DRACAENA L.
Species ± 60, in warmer regions of the world, notably Africa and SE Asia; 3 in sthn Afr., 
LIM, M, S, KZN, EC.

aletriformis (Haw.) Bos
Single-stemmed or sparsely branched tree, up to 5 m high. Leaves crowded apically, 
lanceolate, bright to greyish green, with conspicuous white cartilaginous margins. Inflo-
rescences dense panicles, green, erect. Flowers greenish white, tufted. Flowering time 
Dec.–Feb. Coastal bush and montane forest; Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Indian Ocean 
Coastal Belt, Indigenous Forests, Albany Thicket (Elliotdale to Mtentu River just N of Port 
Grosvenor S, from Alice to Kentani and from Grahamstown to Port Alfred).

ERIOSPERMUM Jacq. ex Willd.
Cottonseed
Species 102, tropical and sthn Afr.; ± 100 in sthn Afr., widespread, but mostly WC.

1a Tepals equal to subequal
2a Filaments oblong-ovate, erect, forming ring around ovary

bifidum R.A.Dyer
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform to irregularly cylindrical, skin tough, light brown, 
interior white, growing point basal. Leaf hysteranthous, erect; lamina narrowly lanceo-

maritima L.
Beaked tasselweed
Perennial herb, graminoid, hydrophyte; height depending on depth of water. Leaves  
alternate, opposite at top, apices acute; sheaths narrow. Scape usually short, twice as long  
as fruiting pedicels, bright green. Flowers bisexual, naked, protandrous; stamens  
opposite; carpels usually 4. Flowering time Jan., Feb. Fruit a drupe or nutlet, oblique. 
Common in brackish water, sandy saline ponds, can tolerate wide range of salinity but 
less frequent in high salinity; Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Albany Thicket, Eastern Fyn-
bos-Renosterveld (Komga District SW to Coega River Bridge, Bathurst and Tsitsikamma).

COOK, C.D.K. 2004. Aquatic and Wetland Plants of Southern Africa. Backhuys Publishers,  
Leiden.

GAMERRO, J.C. 1968. Ruppiaceae. Darwiniana 14: 575–608.
JACOBS, S.W.L. & BROCK, M.A. 1982. A revision of the genus Ruppia (Potamogetonaceae)  

in Australia. Aquatic Botany 14: 325–337.
OBERMEYER, A.A. 1966. Ruppiaceae. Flora of southern Africa 1: 70–72.
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late or orbicular-cordate, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 300 mm high, subcorymbose  
to broadly cylindrical, with ± 50 flowers. Pedicels: lowest up to 40 mm long, upper 
much shorter. Flowers star-shaped. Tepals equal to subequal, elliptic to obovate, green  
to yellowish green with dark maroon midnerve. Stamens with oblong filaments, apex 
bifid, yellow to bright orange; anthers orange. Ovary green, as long as white style. Flow-
ering time Jan.–Apr. Arid scrub on shaley flats or hillsides; Rainshadow Valley Karoo, 
Albany Thicket (W of Willowmore and Jansenville, Great Winterhoek Mts NW of Port 
Elizabeth, Grahamstown area).
Ebracteatum Archibald
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber irregularly lobed, skin smoothish, light brown, interior white, 
growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate, orbicular-cordate, glabrous. 
Inflorescence up to 240 mm high, dense, conical, obtuse, with 20–30 flowers. Pedi-
cels 10–12 mm long, elongating in fruit to ± 15 mm. Flowers star-shaped. Tepals sub-
equal, outer broadly lanceolate to spathulate, inner elliptic with extended base, yellowish 
cream-coloured with maroon stippling on outside and greyish green midnerve. Stamens 
with lanceolate, cream-coloured filaments; anthers yellow. Ovary green, shorter than white 
or green style. Flowering time Jan.–Apr. Semi-arid scrub in hard clayey soil derived 
from dolerite and shale; Albany Thicket (Grahamstown area).

brevipes Baker
Perdeklou (A)
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber irregularly shaped, skin thin, light brown, interior white, 
growing point lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, suberect or almost prostrate, broadly ovate- 
cordate, sparsely pubescent. Inflorescence up to 320 mm high, compact, spike-like, with 
up to 70 flowers. Pedicels ± 6(–12) mm long. Flowers cup-shaped. Tepals subequal,  
broadly spathulate, white with narrow green midnerve sometimes overlaid with red streak-
ing. Stamens with broadly spathulate to obovate, apiculate, white filaments; anthers yel-
low. Ovary green, as long as white style. Flowering time Jan.–Mar. Quartzite slopes and 
sandy soils in grassland or Fynbos; Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Albany Thicket, Eastern 
Fynbos-Renosterveld (Kei River Mouth SW, from E of Jeffreys Bay to Port Elizabeth, 
Grahamstown and East London, and to Humansdorp).

cernuum Baker
Perdeklou (A)
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform to subglobose, skin pale brown, interior white, grow-
ing point lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, erect, narrowly lanceolate to elliptic, glabrous.  
Inflorescence up to 350 mm high, subspicate, usually secund, with up to 20 flowers. 
Pedicels 2–3 mm long. Flowers cup-shaped. Tepals subequal, outer slightly spread-
ing, elliptic, inner broadly oblanceolate, white with narrow green midnerve and fine red 
striations on outer tepals towards apex. Stamens with narrowly rectangular, apiculate 
filaments. Ovary white with red flecks, shorter than or as long as white style. Flowering 
time Feb.–Apr. Damp, soils derived from sandstone; Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld (WC 
border at Toorwater Poort).

cooperi Baker
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber oblong to roundish, skin thin, light brown, interior white,  
growing point lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, erect, broadly ovate-cordate, glabrous or  
sparsely to densely pubescent abaxially. Inflorescence up to 600 mm high, narrowly 
cylindrical, with 50–90 flowers. Pedicels 3–40 mm long. Flowers cup-shaped. Tepals 



2132 S T R E L I T Z I A  41 (2019)

equal to subequal, outer erecto-patent, elliptic, inner more erect, spathulate, white to very 
pale green with dark green midnerve, or outer tepals uniformly dark green or brown. 
Stamens with ovate to broadly lanceolate, white filaments; anthers yellow. Ovary green, 
slightly longer than yellow style. Flowering time Oct.–Dec. Rocky areas in damp grass-
land, lightly wooded areas, pine plantations or damp streamsides and swampy coast-
al flats of peat soil; Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Indian Ocean 
Coastal Belt, Sub-Escarpment Savanna (Maclear to Mkambati Nature Reserve S, from 
Hogsback to Stutterheim and Kentani).
Eoccultum Archibald
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber irregularly branched, skin light greyish brown, interior white, 
growing point lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, suberect, broadly ovate-cordate, glabrous.  
Inflorescence up to 600 mm high, compact, cylindrical, with up to 60 flowers. Pedicels 
up to 7 mm long. Flowers cup-shaped, barely opening. Tepals subequal, outer elliptic, 
inner spathulate, white with a faint narrow green midnerve. Stamens with lanceolate, 
white filaments. Ovary bright green, longer than white style. Flowering time Dec.–Feb. 
Moist black sandy soil formed from Witteberg quartzite, amongst clumps of tussock grass; 
Albany Thicket, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld (southern slopes of Suurberg Mtn range 
between Ann’s Villa and Zuurberg Inn).

porphyrium Archibald
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber cylindrical or irregularly shaped, skin dark brown, interior 
white, growing point lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate, broadly ovate-cordate, gla-
brous. Inflorescence up to 700 mm high, dense, narrowly cylindrical to conical, with 
up to 60 flowers. Pedicels up to 14 mm long. Flowers star-shaped. Tepals subequal, 
cream-coloured or pale green with green midnerve overlaid with purple streaking.  
Stamens with lanceolate, white filaments. Ovary green, as long as white style. Flow-
ering time Dec.–May. Clayey soils or on red sandy loam, in flattish areas between 
low bushes or in grassland; Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Drakensberg Grassland, Sub- 
Escarpment Savanna, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Albany Thicket (Queenstown S, from 
Jansenville to Cradock, Butterworth and Kei River Mouth, and Kareedouw to Alexandria).

zeyheri R.A.Dyer
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform, skin tough, brown, interior white, growing point 
basal. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate and appressed, orbicular, deeply cordate with lobes 
overlapping, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 500 mm high, dense, subspicate to narrowly 
cylindrical, with up to 70 flowers. Pedicels: lowest up to 8 mm long. Flowers star-
shaped. Tepals subequal, outer elliptic attenuate, inner oblanceolate, whitish or pale 
yellowish green with a darker green midnerve and red streaking at apex. Stamens with 
oblong apiculate, white filaments; anthers yellow. Ovary dark green, longer than white 
style. Flowering time Dec.–Mar. Semi-arid areas, stony hillsides or flats, on clayey soils; 
Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Albany Thicket (Baviaanskloof, Kirkwood, Port Elizabeth, 
Alexandria and Grahamstown area).

2b Filaments subulate, spreading
Eciliatum P.L.Perry
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform, skin dark brown, interior white, becoming pink 
with age, growing point basal. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate, broadly ovate to orbicular- 
cordate, almost glabrous, margins ciliate. Inflorescence up to 240 mm high, lax, often 
secund, with up to 10 flowers. Pedicels up to 8 mm long. Flowers spreading to recurved. 
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Tepals subequal, outer narrowly elliptic, inner slightly shorter and wider, apex hooded, 
bright yellow with a green midnerve. Stamens with yellow filaments. Ovary yellow, as 
long as yellow style. Flowering time Feb., Mar. Sandy soil between fynbos shrubs; 
Rainshadow Valley Karoo, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld (Baviaanskloof, Willowmore, 
Steytlerville and to Humansdorp and Van Stadens Mts).

corymbosum Baker
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform to globose, skin thin, light brown, interior white, 
growing point apical or less often lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, erect to suberect, elliptic  
to ovate-cordate, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 150 mm high, compact, corymbose, with 
up to 30 flowers. Pedicels up to 10 mm long. Flowers spreading to recurved. Tepals 
subequal, outer linear to narrowly elliptic, inner narrowly oblanceolate, pale to bright yel-
low with green midnerve. Stamens with orange-yellow filaments. Ovary green, slightly 
shorter than yellow style. Flowering time Nov.–Feb. Calcareous sandy soils, silty flats 
or hill slopes; Upper Karoo, Sub-Escarpment Grassland (Steynsburg, Queenstown and 
Cradock areas).

dielsianum Poelln.
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform to roundish or oval, skin rough, light brown, inte-
rior pink, growing point basal or lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, suberect to erect, broadly 
ovate-cordate to elliptic or narrowly lanceolate, densely tomentose. Inflorescence  
up to 240 mm high, lax, with 15–45 flowers. Pedicels up to 20 mm long. Flowers 
bell-shaped to spreading. Tepals subequal, narrowly elliptic to lanceolate, outer slightly 
narrower than inner, white with pale green midnerve and faint red streaking on under-
side. Stamens with white filaments; anthers yellow or pale mauve. Ovary green, slightly 
shorter than or equal to white style. Flowering time Jan.–Apr. Coastal fynbos in damp 
areas; Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld (Joubertina, Port Elizabeth and to Humansdorp).

mackenii (Hook.f.) Baker
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber globose to subglobose, becoming irregularly shaped, skin 
rough, dark brown, interior deep pink to maroon-red, growing point apical. Leaves syn-
anthous, 2–5, erect to suberect, broadly ovate, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 400 mm 
high, cylindrical to narrowly conical, with up to 50 flowers. Pedicels: lowest up to 25 mm 
long, upper shorter. Flowers bell-shaped. Tepals equal, ligulate, bright yellow with green 
midnerve. Stamens with yellow filaments; anthers yellow. Ovary pale green, shorter 
than white style. Flowering time Nov.–Feb. Rocky grassland; Sub-Escarpment Grass-
land, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Indian Ocean Coastal Belt (Mthatha to Mkambati Nature  
Reserve and Kei River Mouth).

paradoxum (Jacq.) Ker Gawl.
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber oblong to irregularly shaped, skin greyish brown, interior 
pink to maroon-red in old parts, growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, erect, 
ovate-cordate, almost glabrous abaxially, pubescent adaxially, with single, profusely 
branched, pubescent enation. Inflorescence up to 11 mm high, densely conical  
to cylindrical, with up to 40 flowers. Pedicels up to 6 mm long. Flowers spreading, 
large. Tepals subequal, outer ligulate, inner narrowly spathulate, white with a light green 
midnerve covered in few red streaks. Stamens with white filaments. Ovary bright green, 
shorter than white style. Flowering time Apr., May. Sandy flats among fynbos vegeta-
tion or on clayey soils amongst karroid shrubs; Rainshadow Valley Karoo, Eastern Fyn-
bos-Renosterveld, Albany Thicket (W of Willowmore to Steytlerville and Suurberg near 
Sundays River).
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1b Tepals dimorphic
3a Leaves with enations

Eappendiculatum A.V.Duthie
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber irregularly lobed or unlobed, skin pale brown, interior trans-
lucent purplish red, growing point basal. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate and closely  
appressed, ovate to orbicular-cordate, glabrous; adaxial surface with few to several, simple 
terete enations mainly towards margins, crowned with stellate tuft of white hairs, margins 
with similar tufts of hairs. Inflorescence up to 90 mm high, with 3 flowers. Pedicels  
up to 6 mm long. Flowers two-dimensional. Tepals dimorphic, outer elliptic to oblance-
olate, inner spathulate, apex pinched-in and fimbriate, white with a pale green midnerve. 
Stamens with broadly ovate, white filaments. Ovary pale green, slightly longer than 
style. Flowering time Mar. Habitat?; Rainshadow Valley Karoo (Steytlerville area).

dregei Schönland
Heuningblommetjie (A)
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform to irregularly shaped, skin pale brown, interior 
pink to maroon-red, growing point basal. Leaf hysteranthous, erect, ovate to orbicular- 
cordate, densely woolly abaxially, often glabrous adaxially, with tufted enations arising 
from centre of lamina, covered with stellate clusters of long curly hairs. Inflorescence  
up to 140 mm high, dense, cylindrical or narrowly conical, with up to 30 flowers. Ped-
icels: lowest up to 8 mm long, upper shorter. Flowers triangular. Tepals dimorphic, 
outer suberect to spreading, elliptic, inner erect, spathulate, apex crisped, white with 
conspicuous green midnerve sometimes overlaid with red streaking. Stamens with sub-
equal, broadly ovate, pale yellow filaments. Ovary pale green, ± as long as white style. 
Flowering time Mar. Rocky areas in clayey soil and red sand with reeds and grasses; 
Albany Thicket (Port Elizabeth, Alexandria and Grahamstown).

3b Leaves without enations

capense (L.) Thunb.
Elephant’s ear; olifantsoor, bobbejaanoor (A)
Tuberous geophyte, often clump-forming. Tuber pyriform to irregularly shaped, skin 
brown, corky, interior maroon-red, growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, 
suberect, ovate, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 500 mm high, lax, with up to 70 flow-
ers. Pedicels 30–60 mm long. Flowers triangular. Tepals dimorphic, outer spreading, 
narrowly elliptic, apex acute, inner erect, spathulate, apex crisped laciniate, light golden- 
yellow, with white margins and apex and green midnerve. Stamens with ovate, white 
filaments, often with purple spots, occasionally orange; anthers yellow. Ovary green with 
slight red spotting, slightly longer than white style. Flowering time Nov.–Feb. Clayey 
soils; Lower Karoo, Rainshadow Valley Karoo, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Albany 
Thicket (Rietbron and Aberdeen S, from Willowmore to Hankey, Port Elizabeth, Grahams- 
town and East London).

cordiforme Salter
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber irregularly shaped and warty, skin dark brown, interior pale 
to deep pink, growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, suberect to prostrate, 
broadly ovate to orbicular-cordate, glabrous or occasionally hirsute abaxially. Inflores-
cence up to 400 mm high, subspicate, secund, with up to 26 flowers. Pedicels up to 
9 mm long. Flowers triangular. Tepals dimorphic, outer spreading, elliptic, acute, apex 
recurved, inner erect, broadly spathulate, apex crisped fimbriate, cream-coloured with  
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a broad midnerve or overlaid with red streaking. Stamens with ovate filaments, gradually 
tapering towards pale green or yellow anthers. Ovary green, as long as white style. Flow-
ering time Jan., Feb. Quartzitic sandy soils in Fynbos; Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, 
Albany Thicket (Port Elizabeth, Alexandria and Grahamstown areas).

dissitiflorum Schltr.
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber globose, becoming irregularly cylindrical, skin tough, corky, 
dark brown, interior deep pink, growing point basal or lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, erect, 
elliptic to narrowly or broadly lanceolate, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 420 mm high, 
lax, with up to 35 flowers. Pedicels: lowest 5–40 mm long, upper shorter. Flowers  
circular to triangular. Tepals dimorphic, outer suberect, elliptic to lanceolate, inner 
erect, broadly spathulate, apex crisped and pinched-in, white with a green midnerve 
overlaid with reddish brown streaking. Stamens with subequal, broadly ovate, white fila-
ments; anthers green. Ovary green, ± as long as white style. Flowering time Jan.–Apr. 
Quartzitic sandy soils; Sub-Escarpment Grassland, Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Sub- 
Escarpment Savanna, Albany Thicket [Queenstown area S, from Joubertina to Rocklands  
(W of Port Elizabeth) and to Grahamstown].
Edyeri Archibald
Tuberous, clump-forming geophyte. Tuber irregularly shaped, skin horny, dark greyish 
brown, interior maroon-red, growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate, 
orbicular-cordate, covered with very fine soft hairs, margins ciliate. Inflorescence up to 
500 mm high, very lax, with up to 40 flowers. Pedicels: lowest up to 38 mm long, upper 
± 14 mm. Flowers triangular. Tepals dimorphic, outer half-spreading, elliptic, inner 
erect, broadly spathulate, apex pinched-in and fimbriate, white with green midnerve over-
laid with faint red streaking. Stamens with broadly ovate filaments, apex narrowing and 
arched, white; anthers very pale green. Ovary green, longer than style. Flowering time 
Dec.–Mar. Sandy soils mainly in Fynbos; Eastern Fynbos-Renosterveld, Albany Thicket 
(Steytlerville District E to Port Elizabeth and Alexandria).

ornithogaloides Baker
Tuberous, clump-forming geophyte. Tuber pyriform, becoming irregularly shaped, skin 
light brown, interior pale pink, growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, prostrate 
but not appressed, ovate to orbicular-cordate, glabrous, margins ciliate. Inflorescence 
up to 200 mm high, lax, outline irregular, with 9 or 10 flowers. Pedicels up to 5 mm 
long. Flowers bell-shaped to triangular. Tepals dimorphic, outer spreading, elliptic,  
inner erect, spathulate, apex fimbriate with sides pinched together and retrorse, white with 
dark green midnerve overlaid with indigo-blue. Stamens with dimorphic filaments, outer 
broadly lanceolate, green; anthers green. Ovary green, as long as very pale yellow style. 
Flowering time Nov., Dec. Damp rocky slopes or flats on Cave Sandstone or on peaty 
soils; Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Grassland (Sehlabathebe and Kokstad 
areas to Barkly Pass and Maclear District).
Eorthophyllum (Archibald) P.L.Perry
Tuberous geophyte. Tuber pyriform to irregularly cylindrical, skin dark greyish brown, 
interior pale to deep pink, growing point basal to lateral. Leaf hysteranthous, erect,  
lanceolate to elliptic, glabrous. Inflorescence up to 375 mm high, lax, conical, with  
10–21 flowers. Pedicels: lowest up to 40 mm long. Flowers triangular. Tepals  
dimorphic, outer half-spreading, lanceolate, apex involute, inner erect, broadly spathu-
late, white with a dark green midnerve overlaid with purple streaking. Stamens with 
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subequal, broadly ovate, orange or white filaments; anthers pale purple. Ovary green,  
as long as style. Flowering time Jan., Feb. Red or quartzitic sandy soils over limestone 
or silcrete; Drakensberg Grassland (between Rhodes and Maclear area and Juanasberg 
near Seymour).

SANSEVIERIA Thunb.
Species ± 60, mostly tropical Africa and Asia; at least 6 in sthn Afr., widespread, except 
L and WC.

aethiopica Thunb.
Bowstring hemp; wildedatel, wildewortel (A)
Rhizomatous, perennial succulent, up to 0.75 m high. Leaves V-shaped, half folded, 
rough, with irregular, transverse, light and dark bands, margins red with colourless mem-
branous edge. Inflorescences simple racemes, erect, dense. Flowers variable in colour, 
white, purple or cream-coloured with purple margins. Flowering time Nov.–Feb. Dry 
open bush and savanna, well-drained sandy or rocky soil; Upper Karoo, Albany Thicket, 
Rainshadow Valley Karoo (Graaff-Reinet and Cradock S to Steytlerville, Grahamstown 
and Alexandria).

hyacinthoides (L.) Druce
Pile root; aambeiwortel, ghaiwortel (Khoi) (A); isikholokotho (X, Z)
Acaulescent, perennial succulent, up to 0.5 m high, spreading from branched rhizomes. 
Leaves sword-shaped, leathery, smooth, with irregular, transverse, grey bands, margins 
red and pale with membranous edge. Inflorescences simple racemes, erect, dense. 
Flowers cream-coloured or pale mauve, irregularly clustered. Flowering time Nov.–
Apr. Dry bush and scrub, well-drained sandy or rocky soil; Sub-Escarpment Grassland, 
Drakensberg Grassland, Sub-Escarpment Savanna, Albany Thicket (Cofimvaba S, from 
Fort Beaufort to Willowvale District, and from Addo to Port Elizabeth, Grahamstown  
and East London).
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SMILACACEAE
(Order Liliales)

Compiled by Z.L. Magwaza

SMILAX L.
Species ± 300; 1 in sthn Afr., LIM, M, S, KZN, EC.

anceps Willd.
Iyala (Z)
Perennial shrub or climber, 0.8 m high; dioecious. Leaves alternate, shortly petiolate 
with a pair of spiral tendrils near base of petiole (an extension of leaf sheath); blade 
ovate to oblong, entire, rounded with recurved mucro; dark green, glabrous, shiny.  
Inflorescence axillary umbellate, umbels globose. Tepals 3 + 3, free, petaloid, obtuse, 
recurved. Female flowers yellow-green; staminodes 6, filiform; ovary superior, 3-loc-
ular, ovules 1 or 2, axile; style short or absent; stigmas 3. Male flowers: stamens free  
6(–15); anthers oblong, shorter than filaments; ovary 0. Flowering time Dec.–Mar. 
Fruit on berry. Forest, grassveld next to mangrove swamp; Indigenous Forests, Sub- 
Escarpment Savanna, Indian Ocean Coastal Belt (Umtamvuna Nature Reserve to Pon-
doland and Port St Johns).
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STRELITZIACEAE
(Order Zingiberales)

Compiled by Z.L. Magwaza

STRELITZIA Aiton
Species 5, Zimbabwe and eastern sthn Afr., LIM, M, S, KZN, WC, EC.

alba (L.f.) Skeels
Cape wild banana; Kaapse wilde-piesang (A)
Perennial shrub, up to 6 m high; stem simple, with tuft of leaves at apex. Leaves dis-
tichous, petiolate, oblong, up to 2 000 × 450–600 mm. Peduncle ± 150 mm long, 
compressed. Bracts claret, completely surrounding peduncle, withering at apex. Spathe  
deflexed, glaucous, 250–300 mm long; apices tapering; many-flowered. Sepals 3, white; 
lowest linear-lanceolate, ± keeled below, concave or navicular above; laterals shorter, 
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