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Abstract

This contribution aims to clarify the correct typification of Pyrostria hystrix, showing that the accepted type is a lectotype 
rather than a holotype. A second-step lectotype is designated here to limit the typification to a single specimen. A further 
aim is to confirm the presence of domatia on the leaves of Pyrostria hystrix. Careful observation of the leaf morphology of 
numerous herbarium specimens, while revisiting the original Latin description of the leaves in the protologue, demonstrates 
that domatia are clearly present in this species, contrary to statements in later literature that explicitly report domatia as being 
absent. This highlights an important and diagnostic morphological character for the species that have been overlooked for 
decades.
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Introduction

The genus Dinocanthium Bremekamp (1933: 259) was described to accommodate a new South African species 
Dinocanthium hystrix Bremekamp (1933: 259). The new species was based on three gatherings (syntypes) from 
Limpopo Province (then the Northern Transvaal), South Africa. These specimens were collected during January 1931 
by Bremekamp, Schweickerdt, and Tscheuschner from “between Leipzig and Bochum” (Bremekamp & Schweickerdt 
147), “Bandolierkop” (Bremekamp T.M. 29538) and “Leipzig” (Tscheuschner T.M. 29451), respectively.
 In the revised circumscription of the genus Pyrostria Commerson ex De Jussieu (1789: 206), Bridson (1987) 
moved Dinocanthium hystrix to the genus as Pyrostria hystrix (Bremek.) Bridson (1987: 629). The latter is currently 
the accepted name for this species.
 Some uncertainty exists as to the presence or absence of domatia on the leaves of Pyrostria hystrix. The protologue 
clearly indicates the presence of domatia by referring to this feature twice (Bremekamp 1933). However, this character 
was omitted in recent literature, which merely state that domatia are not present (e.g., Schmidt et al. 2002, Burrows 
2018, Matheka et al. 2024).
 The aims of this contribution are to clarify the typification of the name Pyrostria hystrix, and to confirm whether 
domatia are present on the leaves of this species or not.

Typification

In a catalogue of the Transvaal Museum (Pretoria, South Africa) (housed in Mary Gunn Library, National Herbarium 
(PRE)) there is an annotation “Type” [in red pencil] against entry 29652 (Bremekamp & Schweickerdt 147). However, 
as Bremekamp (1933) did not designate a type (only listing the three syntypes) (see Art. 9.1, Turland et al. 2025), and 
because “the name was published without a holotype”, a lectotype could be designated from the original material (Art. 
9.3 and 9.4, Turland et al. 2025).
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